THE   LAST   DAYS   OF   MADRID

northwards from Pozoblanco on Almaden, and another
from the north southwards from Toledo to Mora de
Toledo, with another attack on the Ocana hills. Our
troops who had been ordered to resist retired without
fighting, leaving the territory as the enemy wished. The
enemy made these attacks with very small forces.

In the armies of the Levante and Andalucia our forces
remained in their positions without being attacked by the
enemy. It is certain that the latter advanced on Almaden
and Mora de Toledo not with the idea of isolating the
Extremadura Army, but simply with the object of making
our forces retreat so that they could occupy the zone
quickly without fighting.

If things had happened in a more or less normal manner
we should have had four or five days more, which would
have been time enough to finish the evacuation of people
and to take them to the coast, and to insist that our
petition to France and Great Britain should be heard.

We were able to gather that France would put every
kind of difficulty in the way of our efforts to solve the
evacuation problem which for the Council was of capital
importance. The Consul of the neighbouring republic
remained impassive towards our great tragedy. All he
would offer was a visa for me and for a few other persons,
an offer which I refused because I have always detested
privilege. I might mention that six months before this I
had pointed out to the Minister of State, Sefior Alvarez del
Vayo, that this Consul was far from sympathetic to the

use of the Spanish Republic.
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